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Read the zine and feeling inspired?
Whether you've had a go at making a letter or want to
share your own thoughts about friendship, get in touch!

Feel free to tag us on social media.
We are Wordsworth Grasmere
on Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram.

Don't forget to use the hashtag

#0urFriendDorothy
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Editor’s Note:

[ felt an immediate kinchip with Dorothy Wordsworth when [ learned she never
married. Her multiple lifelong friendships ingtead of one ‘cignificant other’
resonated deeply. What would it mean to read Dorothy Wordworth’s writing from
an aromantic agexual * perspective? A group of aromantic agexual individuale
and [ explored Dorothy’s letters to friends and drew connections to the
dignificance of our own friendghips. Reading her truly felt like ‘seeing a familiar
face.

The group created a digplay for the Dorothy: Writer, Sister, Friend exhibition at
Wordsworth Gragmere. Additionally, we collaborated on thig zine to further
explore our own experienceg in convergation with Dorothy’e writingg. The views
contained in thig zine are the views of the group members.

Our zine beging with a quote from biographer Ernest De Selincourt
(I870-1943), who degeribes Dorothy ag having a geniug for friendship. The
following pages celebrate thig articulate, intentional, significant friendship
alonggide our own peronal experiences.

* some definitions:

Aromantic
aro for short, refers to a person who experiences little to no romantic attraction to others.

Agexual
ace for short, refers to a pergon who experiences little to no sexual attraction to others.

Zine
(pronounced ‘zeen’) ig taken from the term magazine or fanzine. A zine i¢ an independently made
publication with a lot of creative freedom.

A Note from the (Cover) Artist

To begin, thank you for picking up this Zine. All of us involved are pleased you are
taking the time to look at our hard work. My contribution to this Zine is the cover, a
painting of two women in front of a fireplace. This image is also featured in the
Dorothy and Friendship Exhibit.

The Painting is called “Female Friendship.” It depicts Dorothy Wordsworth and her
close friend, Jane Pollard, spending a night beside a warm fire. It was inspired by a line
from one of Dorothy’s many letters to her dear friend.

“and if it should be cold and stormy, we shall see if female Friendship
is not sufficiently powerful to rob the Blast of its cutting Edge.”

It reminds me of those days where the weather changes suddenly, and hinders all your
plans. On those soggy occasions, all that my friends and | need are a warm space and
each other’s company. We play games, share stories, have a warm drink, and laugh
late into the night. That is the type of moment | think Dorothy was trying to convey in
her letter, and | wanted to bring that moment to life.

Through her letters, we get a glimpse of who Dorothy was as a person. Her words
convey such a passion, as only a poet could, with each page painting a picture in its
own right. A vibrant individual like Dorothy Wordsworth just cannot be portrayed in
this exhibit about friendship looking quietly reserved and proper. The moment of
laughter between Dorothy and Jane portrayed in the painting represents the joy her
friends brought into her life.

It was important to me to convey the platonic intimacy these women shared. Our
group discussed the challenge of communication in a world so heavily focused on
sexuality, and how limiting it felt when interacting with those we love. On the other
hand, Dorothy seemed to have no such barriers in her letters. There was no romance,
but it is still abundantly clear that Dorothy’s friends meant the world to her.

When looking at the painting, it does have romantic overtones. Two individuals,
silhouetted by a fireplace, the flames giving their features a soft and welcoming glow.
It's late in the night, as the storm rages on, and they continue to enjoy each other’s
company. They are both having the best evening they’ve had in a long time. And yet,
there is nothing romantic about the picture, everything suggests a cozy night with a
friend. This is similar to the challenge of expressing asexual feelings with a sexualized
language. To able to say “I love you” to those most important to us, and have them
understand how we mean it, would be sufficient to rob any blast of its cutting edge.

~SC
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Amatonormativity (n.)

the societal assumption that a central
romantic relationship is the "normal"™. that
it is a universal goal. and that it is
superior to other types of relationship-
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partner of all my pleasures.

- Dorothy to Jane, 1791

My trio - always been there, through good and bad -
for each other, for selflessness - what friends are for -

Like Dorothy, I find plain words don't always convey
how friendship feels - the right words don't exist in
our amatonormative language that expects to place
"love" next to "romance" so much of the time.

I can't write letters as articulate as Dorothy's, but
sometimes [ use poetry instead.

- Catriona

NG words can peint my affection and
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_ - Dorothy to Jane, 1788
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For me, the informality that Dorothy’s letters contain is what makes them a joy to
read. In these excerpts from letters to Jane Pollard (1788) and Lady Beaumont (1804),
you can see how relaxed she is. She also claims Jane as being like a sibling -
something | do with multiple friends of mine. -Bryony

wonder if Dorothy ever had late-night thoughts and worries like mine? Would her imaginary
midnight convergations to Jane Pollard in [793 have at timeg looked like my meggages to my
friend on the other side of the world? - Bryony

eee  Sprint LTE 4:43 AM 4% 2 ees  Sprint LTE 4:43 AM 4% D

< Messages ] Details .
< Messages M Details { Messages  Emyr Details

{ Messages  Joe Details

(It's 4:30am and I'm
getting upset about the
same stupid stuff |
always do at 4:30am.
Ughhhh)

(I'm just venting.)

Oh yeah, it's quite late.
I'm having lunch and
stressing over a meeting
tomorrow too! Let's try
and get through this
together

Let's worst case scenario
it

And then figure out how
to stop it occuring

Ugh, do | have to? It'll
sound pathetic, it's been
years

Go!

I'm still thinking about my
two best friends, and |
was catastrophising
about them telling me in
person that they're going
to get married
(everybody else is, and
I'm sure it's fast
approaching) and me
having to smile and
pretend it doesn't hurt

Ok is that the worst case
scenario?

To be honest, this family
holiday where everyone
except me is paired off
and very couply and I'm
sleeping in the very
uncomfortable kid's
bedroom is 100% not
helping

Isn'tit a little freeing
though? Because
normally you don't have
to consider anyone when
making plans?

On the "answerable to
nobody' thing that's not
exactly a plus, everyone
else seems to be pretty
happy with a companion
P

Ugh, so that's the nature
of my nearly-Sam-
angsting (plus this bed is
genuinely like a board
and so are the pillows).

Can't do Thursday :/
Mind if we leave it for this

week?

Yeah that's ok sib. Hope
all is well? Free Friday,
over the weekend, or can
just do next week (-:

Take care and rock on

amige
Next week? Hopefully
my life will be marginally
less hectic next week XD
Next week sound fab.

You are a master of
chaos and madness! You
can do itttt

Not quite a master, more
of an apprentice - the

chaos is still pretty
uncontrolled XD

But yes! Next weeK it is.

Excellente :D

Until then sib!

* The Untamed bow *

* Catches the bow
because we are BROS *

Nothing quite beats just
hanging out on the same
sofa not talking, does it :/

Ikr
You're not currently in
foot-reach, | can't just
kick you :/

Yeah

Good for me

Though your kicks aren't

powerful, so
| mean, you haven't
actually experienced a
proper sibling-fight with
me, so | see why you
(foolishly) think that.
| treat you gently
because you're my friend
P

lol
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'The evening isa lOVBly one, and ( have sfrolled into - While undoubtedly a lot less poetic than her writings to Jane (1793), the

feeling of wanting to share something of beauty with a friend still hold true
“a neighbouring meadow where [ am enjoying the

whenever you are. Bryony
melody of Birds and the busy sounds of a fine C Mossages Dorothea  Deta
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"l have long loved Mary Hutchinson as a Sister, and she is equally attached to
me... you will guess that | look forward with perfect happiness to this
Connection between us, but happy as | am, | half dread that concentration of
all tender feelings, past, present, and future which will come upon me on

the wedding morning.” _poroihy 1o Jane, (802

Dorothy Wordsworth was very close with her brother William and his wife Mary. Despite this,
Dorothy had trouble accepting that her brother was getting married. This hit very close to home,
and reminded me of the current relationship | have with my sister.

As kids, we werejinseparable, sometimes literally. Even now, living in different cities, we do
whatever it takes}o stay close. We had late night calls full of laughter, and went on trips to
explore the world.But we both have different goals in life when it comes to relationships.

| was excited to see my sister'so-happy when she met someone, and | think he's a great guy. But
despite my joy forboth of them, I'miss my sister. The connection we had built over our entire
lives had suddenly changed. Our latehight calls became quick catch ups before dinner and trips
became harder to schedule. It almostfelt like I'd been demoted. ‘ .

But that wasn't what happened. She wanted a connection, to find someone she could rely on
and support. That was-her goal, she wanted to find a romantic love, and she did. On the other
hand, my goal has always been:to bé'there for the ones | love, and be a part of their lives. Which
I am. It's just a little bittersweet some times. )
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Sherlock

The worlds greatest Holmes
detective may be a tock & fiction, bot

his leaacy cannct be denied. Every
movth, ceaders & The Srrand Magazie
were exposed fo a chacacter who has
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Gneclock Holmes own words:
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mechanical engineer; andfuturist.
N Teslas Ficst love was his work.
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Project Contributors:
Ari, Bryony, Catriona, Katrina, Lianne, Samantha, SC

Special thanks to:
Hannah Catterall for working with our group, her expert
coordination, and creative insight.

Jeff Cowton and Melissa Mitchell for their guidance and
support throughout this process.
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