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| can’t praise Canals, Castles and Catholics too highly. The
Wordsworth Trust has established a tradition of publishing
books that are both dense with information lucidly presented
and beautiful examples of design and typography. In this first-
ever presentation of Dora Wordsworth’s Continental Journal of
1828 in full the Wordsworth Trust fully meets in own high
standards.

This is one more fine example of the Wordsworth Trust fulfilling
its mission to make available its remarkable holdings and
simply to have given the text of Dora’s lively and insightful
journal would have been welcome. But this volume does much
more than that. The essays by Pamela Woof and Cecilia Powell,
and the latter’s scholarly commentary, are major contributions
to the biographical record of the Wordsworth circle. The first-
hand, original research on display here is enormously
impressive, as is the lightness of touch that makes it all so
readable.

The essays and the journal text are beautifully illustrated. The
whole is a triumph.

Stephen Gill

Professor Emeritus at Oxford University, Supernumerary Fellow
at Lincoln College, Oxford, and author of William Wordsworth:
A Life and Wordsworth’s Revisitings.

Canals, Castles and Catholics: Dora Wordsworth’s Continental Journal of 1828
has been generously supported by the W.W. Spooner Charitable Trust.



